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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-21 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 16 and 17 objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claims 16 and 17 
are independent claims and should be written as such. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements 
of this title. 

4. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they both 
describe an invention which is nothing more than a "computer data signal." Data 
signals, in and of themselves, are not patentable, regardless of their function. Data 
signals, by themselves, do not constitute a process, machine, manufacture, composition 
of matter, or improvement thereof. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-11, 14, 16, 18, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Simpson (Pub. # 20010005834 A1), in view of Schilling 
(Pub. #200030035138). 

As per claim 1, Simpson teaches a method for enabling a user to send a 
customized gift package to a recipient, comprising: 

offering a plurality of customized gift packages to a user (paragraphs 3 and 9; 
teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

offering a plurality of gift options to the user (paragraphs 53-57; teaching a series 
of customization options); 

receiving a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 37; teaching a card 
selection technique for online users); 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected gift package option and 
the selected gift option to at least one point of distribution for assembly and shipping of 
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a customized gift package comprising the selected gift package option and the selected 
gift option (paragraph 37; teaching a method wherein the "company offering the card 
and maintaining the web site" creates and ships the customized gift cards package). 

Simpson fails to teach the method of offering a plurality of art options that 
includes offering to receive a graphic file from a user. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of offering to receive a graphic file from a user for purposes of using the 
graphic file for customized packages (paragraph 139; teaching a method wherein "the 
graphics from the selected file from the customer's computer is uploaded to a server" for 
purposes of creating custom packages). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a graphic file from a user, as taught by 
Schilling, for the purpose of providing the user with enhanced customization options. 

As per claim 2, Simpson teaches the claimed invention, as described in claim 1, 
and further teaches offering a plurality of art options that includes the recipient's name 
(paragraph 138; teaching a method wherein the purchaser is asked for the name of the 
recipient for purposes of gift card customization), and teaches offering a plurality of art 
options that includes a user's name (paragraph 54; teaching a method that includes 
writing a personal message which may include the user's name). 

Simpson does not teach offering a plurality of art options that includes a logo. 
Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with the 
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concept of offering a user the ability to upload a logo (paragraph 139; teaching a 
method wherein the user may upload "logo(s) (i.e., the graphics)" to be included in a 
custom package). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a logo from a user, for the purpose of providing 
the user with enhanced customization options. 

As per claim 3, Simpson teaches the claimed invention, as described in claim 1, 
and further teaches receiving a shipping destination from a user (paragraph 59; 
teaching a method of receiving "an appropriate shipping address" which is "obtained by 
the web site during the purchasing process" in order to permit the shipper to know 
where to send the gift). 

Simpson does not teach determining shipping methods based on the shipping 
destination and selected gift option; offering the determined shipping methods to a user; 
receiving a selected shipping option from a user; and, transmitting information 
corresponding to the selected shipping option to the point of distribution. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
step of determining shipping methods based on the shipping destination and selected 
gift option (paragraph 86; teaching a method of shipping options to be displayed to the 
user); 

offering the determined shipping methods to a user (paragraph 86; teaching a 
method of displaying a variety of shipping options to the user); 
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receiving a selected shipping option from a user (paragraph 86; teaching a 
method of receiving a shipping option from the user); and, 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected shipping option to the 
point of distribution (paragraphs 87 and 88, describing an Order Summary and Order 
Confirmation process, both of which include the shipping address). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the method of Simpson with 
the shipping options and transmittal of Schilling in order to give users more options in 
shipping of gifts. 

As per claim 5, Simpson further teaches: 

assembling the customized give package (paragraph 59; teaching the assembly 
of greeting card and gift packages); 

shipping the customized gift package to the shipping destination (paragraph 59; 
teaching a method of sending card and gift packages to "the appropriate shipping 
address which is also obtained by the web site during the purchasing process"). 

As per claim 6, Simpson teaches the claimed invention, as described in claim 5, 
and further teaches: 

requesting a personalized gift message from a user (paragraph 54; teaching a 
method of requesting a personal gift message from the user); 

receiving the personalized gift message from the user (paragraph 54; teaching a 
method of receiving the personal gift message from the user); 
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transmitting information corresponding to the received personalized gift message 
to the point of distribution (paragraph 54; teaching a method whereby "the personal 
message and the type style are transmitted to the product fulfillment house to be printed 
on the greeting card accompanying the CD"); and 

generating a message card wherein the message card comprises the received 
personalized gift message, and including the message card with' the customized gift 
package prior to shipping (paragraph 59; teaching a method wherein "the personal 
message [is] printed on the appropriate greeting card," prior to shipping). 

As per claim 7, Simpson teaches the claimed invention but does not explicitly 
disclose offering a plurality of container color combinations to a user; and receiving a 
selected color combination from a user. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of a method of offering a plurality of container color combinations to a user 
(paragraph 118; teaching a method wherein a customer is offered a variety of colors for 
an image on a container package, which may include the entire container surface) and 
receiving a selected color combination from a user (paragraph 119; teaching a method 
of allowing the customer to click on the desired color combination for the container 
package). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the gift personalization method of Simpson with the container color options 
taught by Schilling, in order to give customers a greater degree of control and 
customization over their gifts. 
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As per claim 8, Simpson further teaches: 

requesting a personalized gift message from a user (paragraph 54; teaching a 
method of requesting a personal gift message from the user); 

receiving the personalized gift message from the user (paragraph 54; teaching a 
method of receiving the personal gift message from the user); and, 

transmitting information corresponding to the received personalized gift message 
to the point of distribution (paragraph 54; teaching a method whereby "the personal 
message and the type style are transmitted to the product fulfillment house to be printed 
on the greeting card accompanying the CD"). 

As per claim 9, Simpson discloses the above-enclosed invention but fails to 
disclose an art option including one or more graphical designs which can be selected by 
the user to be included on the customized gift package. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of including the option of one or more graphical designs which can be 
selected by the user to be included on the customized gift package (paragraph 6; via 
the option to select graphics from "numerous images available in an art library" to be 
added to the package. 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to select one or more graphical designs for the 
customized gift package of Schilling, for the purpose of aiding the user in customizing 
the package. 
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As per claim 10, Simpson discloses the above-enclosed invention, but fails to 
teach the method of offering a plurality of art options that includes offering to receive a 
graphic file from a user. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of offering to receive a graphic file from a user for purposes of using the 
graphic file for customized packages (paragraph 139; teaching a method wherein "the 
graphics from the selected file from the customer's computer is uploaded to a server" for 
purposes of creating custom packages). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a graphic file from a user, as taught by 
Schilling, for the purpose of providing the user with enhanced customization options. 

As per claim 11, Simpson discloses the above-enclosed invention, and further 
teaches: 

offering a list of occasion options to a user (paragraph 34; teaching a method of 
birthday options including monthly variations for birthstone comments); 

receiving a selected occasion option from a user (paragraph 38, describing the 
method wherein the user submits the selected options to the database); 

wherein the plurality of customized gift package option offered to the user 
correspond to the selected occasion option (paragraph 34; disclosing at length possible 
formats for various birthdates, including birthstone information, persons born in that 
month, and other corresponding facts). 
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As per claim 14, Simpson teaches a network-based method for enabling a user 
to send a customized gift package to a recipient, comprising: 

offering a web site having a user interface (abstract paragraph 57; teaching a 
method wherein "the gift is preferably purchased and customized through an Internet 
web site or other electronic system); 

displaying through the user interface a plurality of customized gift package 
options (paragraphs 3 and 9; teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the 
user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

offering a plurality of gift options to the user (paragraphs 53-57; teaching a series 
of customization options); 

receiving a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 37; teaching a card 
selection technique for online users); 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected gift package option and 
the selected gift option to at least one point of distribution for assembly and shipping of 
a customized gift package comprising the selected gift package option and the selected 
gift option (paragraph 37; teaching a method wherein the "company offering the card 
and maintaining the web site" creates and ships the customized gift cards package). 

Simpson fails to teach the method of offering a plurality of art options that 
includes offering to receive a graphic file from a user. 
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Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of offering to receive a graphic file from a user for purposes of using the 
graphic file for customized packages (paragraph 139; teaching a method wherein "the 
graphics from the selected file from the customer's computer is uploaded to a server" for 
purposes of creating custom packages). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a graphic file from a user, as taught by 
Schilling, for the purpose of providing the user with enhanced customization options. 

As per claim 16, Simpson further discloses the use of a computer-readable 
storage medium comprising executable code for instructing a computer to perform the 
method of claim 1 (paragraph 14; disclosing a "computer-readable storage medium" for 
purposes of executing a personalized greeting card system). 

As per claim 18, as best understood, Simpson teaches a computer data signal 
embodied in a carrier wave (paragraph 14; disclosing a computer-readable storage 
medium utilizing data signals and carrier waves) and representing sequences of 
instructions which, when executed by a processor, provide a customized gift package to 
a recipient, by performing the following: 

offering a web site having a user interface (abstract paragraph 57; teaching a 
method wherein "the gift is preferably purchased and customized through an Internet 
web site or other electronic system); 
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displaying through the user interface a plurality of customized gift package 
options (paragraphs 3 and 9; teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the 
user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

offering a plurality of gift options to the user (paragraphs 53-57; teaching a series 
of customization options); 

receiving a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 37; teaching a card 
selection technique for online users); 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected gift package option and 
the selected gift option to at least one point of distribution for assembly and shipping of 
a customized gift package comprising the selected gift package option and the selected 
gift option (paragraph 37; teaching a method wherein the "company offering the card 
and maintaining the web site" creates and ships the customized gift cards package). 

Simpson fails to teach the method of offering a plurality of art options that 
includes offering to receive a graphic file from a user. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of offering to receive a graphic file from a user for purposes of using the 
graphic file for customized packages (paragraph 139; teaching a method wherein "the 
graphics from the selected file from the customer's computer is uploaded to a server" for 
purposes of creating custom packages). 
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From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a graphic file from a user, as taught by 
Schilling, for the purpose of providing the user with enhanced customization options. 

As per claim 20, Simpson teaches a system for enabling a user to send a 
customized gift package to a recipient, comprising: 

a user interface (abstract paragraph 57; teaching a method wherein "the gift is 
preferably purchased and customized through an Internet web site or other electronic 
system); 

an interaction module in communication with a processor and the user interface, 
wherein the interaction module comprises executable instructions for a processor to 
interact with a user through the user interface by: 

offering a plurality of customized gift package options (paragraphs 3 and 9; 
teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

offering a plurality of gift options to the user (paragraphs 53-57; teaching a series 
of customization options); 

receiving a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 37; teaching a card 
selection technique for online users); and, 

a distribution module in communication with the processor and the interaction 
module, wherein the interaction module transmits information corresponding to the 
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selected gift package option and selected gift option to the distribution module, and 
wherein the distribution module comprises executable instructions for assembly and 
shipping of a customized gift package (paragraph 37; teaching a method wherein the 
"company offering the card and maintaining the web site" creates and ships the 
customized gift cards package). 

Simpson fails to teach the system of offering a plurality of art options that 
includes offering to receive a graphic file from a user. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based system that customized package orders with 
the concept of offering of offering to receive a graphic file from a user for purposes of 
using the graphic file for customized packages (paragraph 139; teaching a method 
wherein "the graphics from the selected file from the customer's computer is uploaded 
to a server" for purposes of creating custom packages). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a graphic file from a user, as taught by 
Schilling, for the purpose of providing the user with enhanced customization options. 

As per claim 21, Simpson teaches a method for providing a customized gift 
package to a recipient, comprising: 

providing a web site having a user interface (abstract paragraph 57; teaching a 
method wherein "the gift is preferably purchased and customized through an Internet 
web site or other electronic system); 
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displaying through the user interface a plurality of customized gift package 
options (paragraphs 3 and 9; teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the 
user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

displaying through a user interface a plurality of gift options to the user 
(paragraphs 53-57; teaching a series of customization options); 

receiving through the user interface a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 
37; teaching a card selection technique for online users); 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected gift package option and 
the selected gift option to at least one point of distribution for assembly and shipping of 
a customized gift package comprising the selected gift package option and the selected 
gift option (paragraph 37; teaching a method wherein the "company offering the card 
and maintaining the web site" creates and ships the customized gift cards package). 

Simpson fails to teach the method of offering a plurality of art options that 
includes offering to receive a v graphic file from a user. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of offering to receive a graphic file from a user for purposes of using the 
graphic file for customized packages (paragraph 139; teaching a method wherein "the 
graphics from the selected file from the customer's computer is uploaded to a server" for 
purposes of creating custom packages). 
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From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Simpson to include the option to receive a graphic file from a user, as taught by 
Schilling, for the purpose of providing the user with enhanced customization options. 

7. Claims 4 and 12, 13, 15, 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Simpson in view of Schilling, as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of Aghassipour (Pub. #20040243353 A1). 

As per claim 4, the combination of Simpson and Schilling teaches the above- 
enclosed invention, but fail to teach the method of determining shipping methods by 
means of accessing a weather forecasting database; retrieving forecasted high 
temperature data corresponding to the shipping destination for a predetermined number 
of days; comparing the retrieved forecasted high temperature data with a plurality of 
shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a recommended maximum 
temperature for the selected gift option; offering to the user a list of shipping methods in 
which the recommended maximum temperature is greater than or equal to the 
forecasted high temperature data; and receiving a selected shipping option from the 
user. 

Aghassipour teaches a method of generating a list of package shipment routes 
with the step of accessing a weather forecasting database (paragraph 28; teaching 
access to a "weather database" storing "forecasted (real-time weather)"); 
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retrieving forecasted high temperature data corresponding to the shipping 
destination for a predetermined number of days (paragraph 35; teaching a method to 
determine the temperature profile, including high temperatures, of shipping methods 
over the length of the shipping profile); 

comparing the retrieved forecasted high temperature data with a plurality of 
shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a recommended maximum 
temperature for the selected gift option (paragraph 6; teaching a method wherein a 
system "analyzes all of the possible shipping carrier and shipment options" according to 
temperatures profiles, including maximum temperature, and compares the same to the 
input parameters of desired maximum temperature); 

offering to the user a list of shipping methods in which the recommended 
maximum temperature is greater than or equal to the forecasted high temperature data 
(paragraph 6; teaching a method wherein a system "gives the shipper the ability to rank 
and select the possible routes" that comply with the temperature constraints); and, 

receiving a selected shipping option from the user (paragraph 6; teaching a 
system wherein the user may select an offered shipping option). 

From this teaching of Aghassipour, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the methods 
of Simpson and Schilling to include the temperature profile method of Aghassipour in 
order to allow shippers greater control over the maximum temperature endured by their 
products. 
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As per claim 12, the combination of Simpson and Schilling teaches the above- 
enclosed invention, but fail to teach the method of determining shipping methods by 
means of comparing a forecasted high temperature for the shipping destination with a 
plurality of shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a 
recommended maximum temperature for shipping the selected gift option; and offering 
to the user a list of shipping methods in which the recommended maximum temperature 
is greater than or equal to the forecasted high temperature. 

Aghassipour teaches a method of generating a list of package shipment routes 
with the step of comparing the retrieved forecasted high temperature data with a 
plurality of shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a 
recommended maximum temperature for the selected gift option (paragraph 6; teaching 
a method wherein a system "analyzes all of the possible shipping carrier and shipment 
options" according to temperatures profiles, including maximum temperature, and 
compares the same to the input parameters of desired maximum temperature); and, 

offering to the user a list of shipping methods in which the recommended 
maximum temperature is greater than or equal to the forecasted high temperature data 
(paragraph 6; teaching a method wherein a system "gives the shipper the ability to rank 
and select the possible routes" that comply with the temperature constraints). 

From this teaching of Aghassipour, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
method of Simpson and Schilling to include temperature forecast method of 
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Aghassipour in order to allow shippers greater control over the maximum temperature 
endured by their products. 

As per claim 13, the combination of Simpson and Schilling teaches the above- 
enclosed invention, but fail to teach the method determining shipping options via 
retrieving from a weather service current forecasted high temperature data 
corresponding to the shipping destination for a predetermined number of days. 

Aghassipour teaches a method of generating a list of package shipment routes 
with the step of determining shipping options via retrieving from a weather service 
current forecasted high temperature data corresponding to the shipping destination for a 
predetermined number of days (paragraph 35; teaching a method to determine the - 
temperature profile, including high temperatures, of shipping methods over the length of 
the shipping profile). 

From this teaching of Aghassipour, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
methods of Simpson and Schilling to include the weather forecast of Aghassipour in 
order to allow shippers greater control over the maximum temperature endured by their 
products. 

As per claim 15, Simpson teaches a network-based method for enabling a user 
to send a customized gift package to a recipient, comprising: 

providing a web site having a user interface (abstract paragraph 57; teaching a 
method wherein "the gift is preferably purchased and customized through an Internet 
web site or other electronic system); 
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displaying through the user interface a plurality of customized gift package 
options (paragraphs 3 and 9; teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the 
user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

displaying a plurality of gift options to the user (paragraphs 53-57; teaching a 
series of customization options); 

receiving a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 37; teaching a card 
selection technique for online users); 

receiving a shipping destination from a user (paragraph 59; teaching a method of 
receiving "an appropriate shipping address" which is "obtained by the web site during 
the purchasing process" in order to permit the shipper to know where to send the gift); 

Simpson does not teach determining one or more shipping methods based on 
the shipping destination and. the selected gift option; displaying through the user 
interface one or more shipping methods; receiving at the user interface a selected 
shipping option from a user; and transmitting information corresponding to the selected 
gift package option, the selected gift option, and the selected shipping option to at least 
one point of distribution for assembly and shipping of a customized gift package 
comprising the selected gift package option and the selected gift option; wherein 
determining one or more shipping methods based on the shipping destination and the 
selected gift option comprises comparing a forecasted high temperature for the shipping 
destination, a plurality of shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a 
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recommended maximum temperature for shipping the selected gift option and offering 
to the user a list of shipping methods in which the recommended maximum temperature 
is greater than or equal to the forecasted high temperature. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of determining shipping methods based on the shipping destination and 
selected gift option (paragraph 86; teaching a method of shipping options to be 
displayed to the user); 

offering the determined shipping methods to a user (paragraph 86; teaching a 
method of displaying a variety of shipping options to the user); 

receiving a selected shipping option from a user (paragraph 86; teaching a 
method of receiving a shipping option from the user); and, 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected shipping option to the 
point of distribution (paragraphs 87 and 88, describing an Order Summary and Order 
Confirmation process, both of which include the shipping address). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the method of Simpson with 
the shipping options and transmittal of Schilling in order to give users more options in 
shipping of gifts. 

Further, Aghassipour teaches a method of generating a list of package shipment 
routes with the step of accessing a weather forecasting database (paragraph 28; 
teaching access to a "weather database" storing "forecasted (real-time weather)"); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 3,287 Page 22 

Art Unit: 4127 

retrieving forecasted high temperature data corresponding to the shipping 
destination for a predetermined number of days (paragraph 35; teaching a method to 
determine the temperature profile, including high temperatures, of shipping methods 
over the length of the shipping profile); 

comparing the retrieved forecasted high temperature data with a plurality of 
shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a recommended maximum 
temperature for the selected gift option (paragraph 6; teaching a method wherein a 
system "analyzes all of the possible shipping carrier and shipment options" according to 
temperatures profiles, including maximum temperature, and compares the same to the 
input parameters of desired maximum temperature); 

From this teaching of Aghassipour, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the methods 
of Simpson and Schilling to include the temperature profile method of Aghassipour in 
order to allow shippers greater control over the maximum temperature endured by their 
products. 

As per claim 17, Simpson further discloses the use of a computer-readable 
storage medium comprising executable code for instructing a computer to perform the 
method of claim 12 (paragraph 14; disclosing a "computer-readable storage medium" 
for purposes of executing a personalized greeting card system). 

As per claim 19, as best understood, Simpson teaches a computer data signal 
embodied in a carrier wave (paragraph 14; disclosing a computer-readable storage 
medium utilizing data signals and carrier waves) and representing sequences of 
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instructions which, when executed by a processor, provide a customized gift package to 
a recipient, by performing the following: 

providing a web site having a user interface (abstract paragraph 57; teaching a 
method wherein "the gift is preferably purchased and customized through an Internet 
web site or other electronic system); 

displaying through the user interface a plurality of customized gift package 
options (paragraphs 3 and 9; teaching a plurality of gift cards and gifts available to the 
user); 

receiving a selected gift package option from a user (paragraph 57; via the 
selection of the gift wrap box); 

displaying a plurality of gift options to the user (paragraphs 53-57; teaching a 
series of customization options); 

receiving a selected gift option from a user (paragraph 37; teaching a card 
selection technique for online users); 

receiving a shipping destination from a user (paragraph 59; teaching a method of 
receiving "an appropriate shipping address" which is "obtained by the web site during 
the purchasing process" in order to permit the shipper to know where to send the gift); 

Simpson does not teach determining one or more shipping methods based on 
the shipping destination and the selected gift option; displaying through the user 
interface one or more shipping methods; receiving at the user interface a selected 
shipping option from a user; and transmitting information corresponding to the selected 
gift package option, the selected gift option, and the selected shipping option to at least 
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one point of distribution for assembly and shipping of a customized gift package 
comprising the selected gift package option and the selected gift option; wherein 
determining one or more shipping methods based on the shipping destination and the 
selected gift option comprises comparing a forecasted high temperature for the shipping 
destination, a plurality of shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a 
recommended maximum temperature for shipping the selected gift option and offering 
to the user a list of shipping methods in which the recommended maximum temperature 
is greater than or equal to the forecasted high temperature. 

Schilling teaches an Internet based method that customized package orders with 
the concept of determining shipping methods based on the shipping destination and 
selected gift option (paragraph 86; teaching a method of shipping options to be 
displayed to the user); 

offering the determined shipping methods to a user (paragraph 86; teaching a 
method of displaying a variety of shipping options to the user); 

receiving a selected shipping option from a user (paragraph 86; teaching a 
method of receiving a shipping option from the user); and, 

transmitting information corresponding to the selected shipping option to the 
point of distribution (paragraphs 87 and 88, describing an Order Summary and Order 
Confirmation process, both of which include the shipping address). 

From this teaching of Schilling, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the method of Simpson with 
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the shipping options and transmittal of Schilling in order to give users more options in 
shipping of gifts. 

Further, Aghassipour teaches a method of generating a list of package shipment 
routes with the step of accessing a weather forecasting database (paragraph 28; 
teaching access to a "weather database" storing "forecasted (real-time weather)"); 

retrieving forecasted high temperature data corresponding to the shipping 
destination for a predetermined number of days (paragraph 35; teaching a method to 
determine the temperature profile, including high temperatures, of shipping methods 
over the length of the shipping profile); 

comparing the retrieved forecasted high temperature data with a plurality of 
shipping methods, wherein each shipping method comprises a recommended maximum 
temperature for the selected gift option (paragraph 6; teaching a method wherein a 
system "analyzes all of the possible shipping carrier and shipment options" according to 
temperatures profiles, including maximum temperature, and compares the same to the 
input parameters of desired maximum temperature); 

From this teaching of Aghassipour, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the methods 
of Simpson and Schilling to include the temperature profile method of Aghassipour in 
order to allow shippers greater control over the maximum temperature endured by their 
products. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Spiegel (Pub. #20030120505) describes a method, system, and computer- 
readable medium for delivering ordered items to an appropriate address. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abraham J. Granderson whose telephone number is 
571-270-5098. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 
7:30 to 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on 571-270-3033. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 



For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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